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March 20, 2024 
 
The Honorable Joe Manchin, III 
Chairman 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

The Honorable John Barrasso 
Ranking Member 
Committee on Energy and Natural Resources 
U.S. Senate 
Washington, DC 20510 

 
Re: Comments for the Record on “Hearing to Consider Nominations to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission” 
 
Dear Chairman Manchin and Ranking Member Barrasso: 
 
Consumers have two important questions for each nominee to answer: 
 
Q1: U.S. electricity costs have increased by $116 billion or 24.8% in three years, while demand has 
been flat. What are you going to do to stop the escalation of electricity prices? 
 
Q2: Will you support competitive bidding of new transmission projects that are 100 kV or greater to 
reduce costs to consumers?    
 

 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Paul Cicio 
Paul Cicio 
President & CEO 

http://www.ieca-us.org/


Page 2 
Industrial Energy Consumers of America 
 
 
cc: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources  
 

   
 

The Industrial Energy Consumers of America is a nonpartisan association of leading manufacturing 
companies with $1.3 trillion in annual sales, over 12,000 facilities nationwide, and with more than 1.9 
million employees worldwide. It is an organization created to promote the interests of manufacturing 

companies through advocacy and collaboration for which the availability, use and cost of energy, power or 
feedstock play a significant role in their ability to compete in domestic and world markets. IECA 

membership represents a diverse set of industries including: chemicals, plastics, steel, iron ore, aluminum, 
paper, food processing, fertilizer, insulation, glass, industrial gases, pharmaceutical, consumer goods, 

building products, automotive, independent oil refining, and cement. 
 


